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Osborn: Relations with the Indians in West Florida, 1770-1781

RELATIONS WITH THE INDIANS IN WEST FLORIDA
DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNOR
PETER CHESTER, 1770-1781
by GEORGE C. OSBORN
As governor of the English Province of West Florida, Peter
Chester had many vexing problems to tax his executive abilities
and his diplomatic skill. None was more difficult nor more intriguing than that of dealing with the Indians. Even before his
arrival in the colony the Indians must have begun to realize that,
regardless of which European imperialistic rival eventually won
out in the struggle for supremacy in southeastern North America,
they were the losers. Friendship proffered by the Spanish, and
by the English after 1763 when the Treaty of Paris gave Florida
to them and still later by the Anglo-Americans, was not sincere.
The amiable gestures were not expected to be beneficial to those
to whom they were extended. Whether Spanish, French, English,
or American, the motives of the white man in dealing with the
Indian were essentially the same. The natives had first claim
on the land but the territory was wrested from them by treaty
if possible, or by intrigue or by force. Moreover, the Indians
could be either a powerful ally or a treacherous foe in the
realization of colonial ambitions by imperialistic rivals. Finally,
trade with the Indians was usually highly profitable to the European and quite naturally there was no group which did not
desire to profit in the commercial relations with the red man.
More specifically, there is the Indian problem in the Province
of West Florida as directed by John Stuart, Superintendent of
Indian Affairs in the Southern District of North America, and
as supervised by Governor Peter Chester.
Congress of 1771
On October 29, 1771, a significant meeting at Pensacola, a
town which was “delightfully situated upon gentle rising ascents
environing a spacious harbour”, brought together the officials of

Published by STARS, 1952

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 31 [1952], No. 4, Art. 3
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
240
His Majesty’s provincial government and the “ruling chiefs and
principal warriors” of sixteen towns of the Upper Creeks. 1 After
the usual ceremony of smoking the Calumet of Peace there were
brief speeches of welcome before the business of the conference
began. Governor Chester assured his guests of the friendship
and protection of the King, George III, and informed them of
his orders to treat the Indians “as brothers so long as they should
behave peaceably towards the white people.” He anticipated an
Indian grievance by declaring that any colonist who has settled
across the vague boundary on Indian land had done so through
error and had returned promptly to the English province when
requested to do so. In fact, such mistakes were due entirely to
the fact that the location of the boundary was unknown. The
boundary should be agreed upon and marked. The governor
promised the Indians that any white person committing crimes
against them would be punished just as if another white person
had been wronged. The red men were urged to “strict observation” of all treaties previously signed in order that harmony and
friendship might prevail.
Upon the completion of Chester’s brief talk, Stuart spoke at
much greater length. He reviewed the many conferences that
he, as Superintendent of Indian Affairs since 1763, had held with
the tribal leaders. He spoke of the treaties which had been signed
and of the boundaries which had been established. He then requested of them a grant of land “on both sides of the Escambia,
as far as a boat can go . . . five miles back from the river.”
Superintendent Stuart concluded his remarks, gave to the Indian
chiefs some strings of white beads, sat down and awaited an
answer.
Chief Emistisiguo in speaking for his nation, the Creeks,
which he said were many, reminded his hosts that at an earlier
1. The account of the Congress which follows is largely from the Minutes
in the Peter Chester Papers. A microfilm of these papers is in the
Library of Florida History, University of Florida. This collection will
be referred to hereafter as the Chester Papers. See also: Mark Van
Doren (ed.), The Travels of William Bartram (New York, 1940) 332.
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meeting Stuart had stated that the “boundary would be like a
stone wall, not to be removed without mutual consent.” Stuart
now proposed “an alteration in the line then agreed upon.”
Every child among the Creeks had equal property rights in all
tribal lands with every warrior. No decision could be made
without the consent of the whole nation. The boundary line
could not be marked until the following May when the hunting
season was over.
After an over-night consultation with his warriors and chieftans
Emistisiguo, “as a testimony of my friendship,” took upon himself the responsibility of offering the English land on both sides
of the Escambia River “as far up as the old Spanish Cowpen.”
The Superintendent of Indian Affairs produced a map which
showed that the proposed gift was “only four miles of very
poor land upon the banks of the Escambia River” and not
“worth the trouble of altering the old lines and drawing a new
treaty.” Governor Chester had these lands surveyed and found
them to be “nothing but sands incapable of producing any of
the necessaries of life.” In fact, continued Stuart, this entire
area would not produce “so much provisions as your party will
consume at this meeting.” In spite of this effort to impress upon
the Creeks the barrenness of their proffered gift the Indians
would not extend the grant further. Then the Superintendent
sought to urge his original request upon his guests by assuring
them that the English did not desire to interfere with their
hunting grounds, that they would not be inconvenienced in the
least, that the grant up the river as far as it was navigable
“was absolutely necessary for your Brothers here,” that the land
would be more useful to you in their possession,” that such a
gift would strengthen the friendship between the white man
and the red man and, finally, that the English would then be
able to produce enough provisions for the Indians to have ample
food when they came to meet with their English friends on such
occasions.
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At the request of Stuart the Indians retired to reconsider the
matter but returned later in the day to repeat their negative
decision. Instead of censuring them the Superintendent commended them highly for their firmness and declared that he
would not “differ with his friends about a piece of land.” By
letter he would apply to their nation for the original request and
hoped that they would support him in this fair and just application for cession. Near the end of the assembly Governor
Chester joined the Superintendent in the expectation that the
chiefs would, upon returning to their people, secure the acceptance of the English request. Success, however, did not immediately attend the efforts of the English leaders.
Another tract of land was at issue in this concourse at Pensacola in the autumn of 1771. By a treaty in 1765, made between
the Choctaws and the English, the latter had been ceded a
tract of land “in the forks above the confluence of the Coosa
and Tombeckly [Tombigbee] Rivers.” As a result of the cession
of this land which was claimed by the Creeks, a war had ensued
between the Choctaws and the Creeks. The chronic war had
continued and the English, “believing themselves safe from attacks, while the Indians were thus diverted”, had at the time
of the Pensacola assembly done little to “bring about peace.”
Chief Emistisiguo desired that his hosts would consider the lands
ceded them by the Choctaws as Creek property, thus nullifying
the cession. These lands, avowed the chief, were necessary for
the livelihood of the Creek nation. English settlers and hunters,
continued the Indian negotiator, had encroached on these lands.
The English were asked not to allow any more settlers or hunters
“to go above the Old Field at Tensa or Tassa.” White hunters
were killing deer which belonged to the Indians and stores were
established in the woods invalidating promises given by the English officials. Contrary to an agreement reached at the Congress
at Augusta in 1763, and renewed at later Augusta conferences,

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol31/iss4/3

4

Osborn: Relations with the Indians in West Florida, 1770-1781
WEST FLORIDA INDIANS

243

that no half-breed or Indian should be hired as factors in the
nation, there were, declared the Chief, many so employed.
In answer to these clearly stated grievances Superintendent
Stuart declared the certainty of the cession from the Choctaws
but expressed a willingness to prevent the settlement of the grant
until the Choctaws and Creeks had concluded their ownership
dispute. The Creeks must know, however, that the grant included
all French settlements at Tassa Old Field. Moreover, two small
Indian tribes “who were settled on the western bank of the Great
River formed by the junction of the Coosa and Tombeckly Rivers”
had always considered these lands as their property. Some acres
they had cultivated and the land which was unfit for cultivation
they had retained for hunting. Only since the beginning of the
Creek-Choctaw War had these two small tribes been removed.
Moreover, continued the Superintendent, Frenchmen living near
Mobile on the western bank of the Tombeckly River and those
settled on the eastern side of the Tensa branch of the Coosa still
retained their property under the English government. “Will you
refuse us,” argued Stuart, “the same advantages you allowed the
French and small tribes when your expectations of friendship
and assistance from us exceed any you could have entertained
of reaping from the French?”
Superintendent Stuart admitted frankly that regulations governing hunting and trading in their lands had been violated. “My
intentions were good” but they were nullified when the English
Management of Trade gave this problem to the governors of the
various provinces. Laws concerning these issues had not been
enacted, but the Indians were promised that attention would
soon be given to them. In the meantime, the Indians had a perfect right to the deer skins and guns of all white hunters found
in the woods, as well as to the skins and goods otherwise of all
unlicensed traders found on their lands. “Men breaking the laws
of their country,” exclaimed Stuart, “are not entitled to their
protection.”
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Another grievance was presented to the English by Emistisiguo. He charged that, in spite of an agreement that no person
should drive cattle through the Creek Nation without a pass
from the Governor or Superintendent, the English had repeatedly driven cattle through Creek lands and settled “cowpens on
our lands without our consent.” One settler, James M’Quin, “‘in
opposition to our talks” had made a “settlement near the great
Tallassus.” With pathos the Chief concluded, “I am now far advanced in life and this is the first time I ever saw plantations
settled in my nation.”
In his farewell address to his Indian guests, the Governor
promised that if such acts committed within the boundaries of
West Florida were brought to his attention he would “punish
the offender agreeable to the laws.” Not all of the crimes had
been committed by the English, warned Governor Chester.
Lower Creek warriors had visited white plantations, destroyed
cattle, plundered the poor inhabitants’property and returned
home with their booty. Chester did not accuse any of those
present of these crimes but he urged them to “send talks to the
lower Creeks to prevent them from such practices for the future.”
The English did have a grievance against an increasing number
of the upper Creek warriors, who frequently came into “our
towns, with arms, in search of their enemy.” The complaint,
often repeated, against the warriors was their riotous misbehaviour when drunk, “with rum which they get for their skins.”
The Governor hoped that the future conduct of these young
men would be such as to “make us esteem them as welcome
friends and not as plunderers of our property.” In conclusion,
Chester thanked the Chiefs for the honor which they had given
him by according him “a high rank in your nation.”
As the conference drew to a close on November 3, Superintendent Stuart brought to the attention of the Creek tribal
leaders one additional grievance. Many provincials possessed
Indian slaves which, according to Stuart, had been brought from
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“the other side of the Mississippi” River and could not be Creek
enemies. Creek warriors endeavored to capture or to kill these
defenseless people. Only recently, several shots had been fired
by young Creeks at an Indian slave on a Mobile Bay plantation.
Fortunately, he had escaped. If the Indians expected to have
their insults redressed, they must prevent such insults, concluded
Stuart.
After a week of conferences the Indians, who came to Pensacola in friendship, left as they had come. As they smoked the
pipe of peace and friendship and received in gifts “a token of
the King’s [George III] bounty,” one of the diplomats exclaimed:
“If any black remains let it fly away with the smoke.” In addition
to the frank discussion of grievances, the agreement to run the
boundary line between their lands in May, 1772, the promise of
the chiefs to consult their people about the request for a grant
of land on both sides of the Escambia River as far as it was
navigable, the Indian Chiefs signed a treaty tracing the lands
previously granted but now confirmed as the boundaries of the
Province of West Florida as held by the English. Although many
issues had been discussed, “the important subject at the congress
was land.” 2
Congress of 1772
Because of the gravity of the Indian menace, Governor
Chester, on November 27, left Pensacola for Mobile to attend
a congress with the Chickasaws and Choctaws. This was the
first conference Superintendent Stuart had called with these
nations since 1765. The Indians, wrote Chester to the Earl of
Hillsborough, although exceedingly slow in gathering, had, by
December 28, arrived in numbers exceeding 1500. 3 On December
2. See Chester Papers, for a copy of this treaty. Also consult Cecil Johnson: British West Florida, 1763-1783 (New Haven, 1943), 36; and
John Richard Alden, Jr.: John Stuart and the Southern Colonial Frontier (Ann Arbor, 1944), 321.
3. Chester to Earl of Hillsborough 28th December 1771, in Chester Papers.
A concise account of the background of the Anglo-Indian relations is
found in Clinton N. Howard: The British Development of West Florida,
1763-1769 (Berkeley, 1947).
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31 the Congress formally opened with a group of English provincial officials welcoming the chiefs and warriors of six Choctaw
villages in the Coosa District and Payamattaha the great leader
and principal Chickasaw chiefs.
When the Indians and the English assembled for the first
time in a large circle on the ground, Superintendent Stuart
lighted the peace pipe and handed it to Governor Chester.
All the English delegates and all the Indian chiefs, in their turn,
smoked it. At the conclusion of this ceremony, Stuart introduced
Governor Chester. The Superintendent declared that they had
come to remove every stumbling block from the road of friendship with the two tribes. Attentive search must be made for all
weeds and thorns which had sprung up in this path. The Congress, stated Chester, had been called at the request of the “great
King over the Great Water” who was the father of the red men
as well as of the white. As the paths which led into the Indian
nations were “open and straight, So shall their talk be.” The
Governor declared that he had the great King’s orders to inquire
into all causes of discontent among the Indians. He requested
his guests’attention while the Superintendent, who knew the
men of each Indian village much better than the Governor,
addressed them.
In beginning his remarks Stuart reminded the Choctaws that
when the French gave up that country they came under English
protection. The Choctaws had been neither industrious workers
nor hunters and consequently had become “poor and destitute.”
Subsequently these Indians, stated the Superintendent, had begun robbing the English settlers and killing their cattle. The
Indians had robbed the English traders who sought to take to
the red men the necessities which they needed. As soldiers for
the French, the militant Choctaws had received presents. As the
English had not engaged in war since 1763, they had encouraged
trade with the Indians. While at the congress, the Choctaws were
told, they would receive “testimony of his Majesty’s generosity
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and bounty” but through no merit on their part. More specifically, Stuart reminded them of a riot some of their young men
had caused at Natchez and of robberies elsewhere. He announced to them that “a man’s property is deemed sacred and
killing a robber unjustly invading it is allowed as an act of just
defence.” Such violence was recognized generally as acts of war.
The bad behavior of the young Choctaw warriors disgraced their
chiefs. Turning to the Chickasaw chiefs, the Superintendent assured them that they had always been “faithful friends and allies”
and were not included in the accusations just made against the
Choctaws. At their request King George III had given Stuart
permission to appoint John McIntosh as a commissary among
them. With the approach of nightfall, Stuart adjourned the congress until the following morning.
With a keen sense of showmanship Paya Mattaha, the distinguished leader of the Chickasaws, lighted his pipe from a
fire which his warriors had just produced by friction on a
wooden apparatus and, holding an eagle tail in his hand, addressed his hosts and fellow Indians. Admitting that he was of
a nation “once great but now much diminished,” he hoped,
nevertheless that his words would not be permitted to fall to
the ground. The Chickasaw chief declared that he “scorned
duplicity,” did not “speak in two tongues,” was not a “man of
many words,” but that he would speak openly. Looking directly
at Superintendent Stuart, he recalled their two previous conferences. “I did not throw away your talks,” the chief said, “but
retained them in my heart.” Paya Mattaha hoped to convince
the English that he had “a good memory.” After summarizing
agreements made earlier, he enumerated the grievances of the
Chickasaws. From the licensed traders, he stated, his people
were given short measures and weights. Even worse were the
unlicensed traders who were disorderly and created disturbances.
The Indians wished to have these unscrupulous men removed
and their like prohibited from going among the tribes. Other
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white men, whom the chief termed vagabonds, had insulted
their towns, stolen their horses, committed innumerable crimes
and, even worse, had corrupted the “manners of my people”
and rendered them ungovernable.
The Armourer - “doctor of guns” - whom the Superintendent
had sent to mend the Chickasaw guns had left with the Commissary. The chief’s people had pressed him to ask that another
“gun doctor” be sent. Holding a bow and quiver of arrows at
arm’s length, the Chickasaw leader spoke to his warriors. On
these arms your ancestors depended for food, for raiment, for
defense. With great difficulty they found a poor subsistence
and a sparsely sustained life. You should be thankful to your
white brethren, “who have armed you with guns, clothed you
and supplied all your wants.” Dramatically, the chief handed
the bow and quiver of arrows to Superintendent Stuart with
the desire that they may be sent to the “Great King as a testimony of my gratitude for his goodness and protection and for
the benefit I and my people have received.”
Gray haired, erect Mingo Ouma, Red King of the Chickasaws,
declared that he lived a great distance away, but, as the last of
a long race of kings, he had come to meet the new chiefs of
the white men. Tradition told him that his ancestors held the
English “fast by the hand” and he would “continue in their
footsteps.” In these fitly spoken words, he pledged his friendship
to those in authority in West Florida.
The speeches of these two chiefs loosened the tongues of many
other Indian leaders. For two days, one after another of the
Chickasaws and Choctaws spoke before the large assembly of
English and Indians, and some of the significant points might
be mentioned. One Chickasaw chief, as a present to be sent to
the King, gave an apparatus of wood, “which our forefathers
used to collect the fire which was first found in the air,” and
a piece of pottery. His ancestors had first found the “earth of
which such utensils were made.”
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Another spoke of the dire poverty and utter want of his
people, of how his heart was gladdened by the return of the
Superintendent who, he was sure, brought clothing to keep the
red men warm, arms and ammunition to defend them. The
Superintendent was like a turkey “perched upon the top of a
high tree and we are his brood of children eagerly looking up.”
Another speaker observed that the red man’s poverty was due
to his ignorance. He hoped that all of the Indian horses would.
be heavily loaded with gifts upon their return journey. One
chief commended his wife and family, who wanted clothing, to
the Superintendent.
Not all the Indian spokesmen, however, confined their remarks to emphasizing their tribal poverty and to seeking gifts
from the English. Some of them spoke frankly of their people’s
grievances against the unscrupulous white traders. The cloth
flaps traded to the Indians, complained one chief, were so
narrow that “they don’t cover our secret parts, and we are in
danger of being deprived of our manhood by every hungry dog
that approaches us.” The practice of the traders carrying large
quantities of rum into the Indian villages should be stopped.
When the “chattering of the packhorses bells are heard in the
distance our town is immediately deserted; young and old run
out to met them joyfully crying ‘Rum, Rum.’” Everybody got
drunk with mischief; confusion and utter chaos resulting. “This
is the ruin of our nation,” lamented a Chickasaw chief. One
Indian confessed that there had been quarrels between his
people and white men. The cause of these, he said, was rum
which “pours in upon our nation like a great sea from Mobile
and from all the plantations and settlements above, particularly
from the House of Simon Favre.” Could not the Superintendent
prevent the sale of the rum to the Indians?
Another Indian begged that a list of articles of trade with
their bartering values in skins and a standard of weights and
measures be given to every chief and trader so that justice may
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be done, Whereupon a second promised to return to his nation
and advise his people to “live peaceably and quietly without injuring their [white] traders.” Governor Chester promised to
recommend to Mr. Stuart that he comply with this request so
as to promote peace, harmony, and friendship between the
traders and the Indians. The Superintendent of Indian affairs
promised that “standard yards and weights” would be given each
chieftain before the congress adjourned so that they might compare these with what the white traders gave them. An itinerant
commissary would visit their villages and “examine into the state
of your trade.” These steps would be taken in order that the
honest trader may be protected and that the dishonest trader
“may be banished from among you.” There were responsibilities
which the Indians must assume if dishonesty and fraud were
to be eradicated. First, the Indians must protect the person and
property of the honest white man among them. In at least two
tribes, Superintendent Stuart declared, the houses of honest
traders had been broken into, their goods stolen and their
horses driven away or killed. No trader could supply the Indians
with axes, hoes, hatchets, guns, powder, shot, clothing or other
articles without his pack horses. No white man of the right sort
would remain among the Indians when treated in such a manner.
Second, the Indians must not “screen or protect” from the Commissary or any other English official any unscrupulous white
trader or dishonest hunter among them. They must assist all
officials in reprimanding the evil white man.
Contrary to expectations, perhaps, Stuart informed the Indians
that the English did not want any more of their land. “We do
not ask any more land of you,” he said, “than what you granted
us” in 1765. The Superintendent only urged that both Indians
and whites appoint men to attend the surveying of the lines
so as to “fix those limits which will prevent all misunderstanding in the future.” To this request the Indians agreed.
With the presenting of medals and presents to the Indian
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chiefs, and urging their people to accept them as their governors,
Superintendent Stuart shook hands with each chief and introduced him to Governor Chester. The Governor “saluted them . . .
under a discharge of fifteen guns, drums beating and fifes playing.” Thus the conference ended. 4 As Governor Chester reported
to the Earl of Hillsborough, the meeting was concluded in “great
good humour.” The Governor declared in his long report to
England that the chiefs of these two nations seemed “well affected to our interests.” 5
One immediate result of this Congress was that on January
16 the Deputy Superintendent of Indian Affairs Charles Stuart,
accompanied by thirty Indians and Colonials, with a surveyor,
set out to mark the boundaries between English West Florida
and the lands of the Chickasaws and Choctaws. The Indians
accompanied the English surveying party as far west as the
Buckatannie River. Here they stopped, excused themselves from
further boundary line marking by declaring that the rest of the
line would run through morasses and sunken grounds which were
impassable. They then returned to the environs of Mobile. The
English proceeded to the “confluence of the Buckatannie River
with the River Pascagoula,” 6 but the completion of this task
was left to a later date.
The importance of appointing courageous and honest men
to deal with the Indians was revealed by the misconduct of John
Thomas, the Deputy Superintendent of Indian Affairs on the
Mississippi River. He had not only been involved in corrupt
commercial dealings with the Choctaws but more significantly
had entered into negotiations with the Arkansas Indians who
resided under the sovereignty of His Catholic Majesty, the King
4.

See Minutes of this Congress in Chester Papers. The Congress cost the
English 6,000. John Stuart to Lord George Germain, August 23, 1776,
in Germain Papers in British Colonial Office.
5. Chester to Hillsborough, 20th February, 1772, in Chester Papers.
6. Ibid.; A few years later this land was termed “a desolate uncultivated,
waste.” See Ray W. Pettingill (tr.): Letters from America, 1776-1779
(Boston, 1924), 226.
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of Spain, west of the Mississippi River. When Thomas’ intrigues
with this nation were brought to the attention of Governor
Chester, he took action immediately. He urged that Superintendent Stuart have this trouble maker brought to Pensacola
to await news of his fate from England. Fearing that umbrage
might be taken by Don Luis de Unzaga y Amerzaga, the Spanish
Governor of New Orleans, Chester informed the Spanish official
that all negotiations conducted with the Arkansas Indians had
been without his knowledge and against his wishes, and that
Thomas had been ordered removed to Pensacola. 7 That Chester
was correct in his fear of Spanish suspicions was affirmed in a
letter which he received from the Spanish Governor protesting
against the general fear created among his subjects by the intrigues of Deputy Superintendent Thomas. 8 The Earl of Hillsborough approved the steps which the Governor of West Florida had taken to remove a dishonest official and to “cultivate
and improve that good understanding which so happily exists
between the two crowns.” 9
As the sultry summer days of 1772 went by Governor Chester
despaired of receiving the requested Escambia grant from the
Creeks. In fact, he told his Majesty’s Government that the
Augusta merchants and traders had advanced these Indians
large quantities of goods on credit and were demanding for
themselves in payment of debts, these lands from the Creeks.
Chester strongly disapproved of such schemes and hinted that
he suggested to Superintendent Stuart that the latter endeavor
10
to prevent their fulfillment. Upon further investigation the
Governor was convinced that the acquisition of lands upon the
7. Chester to Hillsborough, 11th April 1772; id. to id., 22nd April 1772, in
Chester Papers.
8. Luis de Unzaga y Amerzaga to Chester, 28th March, 1772 ibid.
9. Hillsborough to Chester, 1st July, 1772, ibid. Unfortunately before
Thomas could be removed to Pensacola, he had a quarrel with an English merchant, George Harrison, at Manchac. In a duel on the field of
honor Deputy Superintendent Thomas killed Harrison. See a report of
the incident in Chester to Hillsborough, 7th July, 1772; also id. to id.,
27th October, 1772, ibid.
10. Id. to id., 13th August, 1772, ibid.
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Coosa River would not be as advantageous to the West Florida
Province, as had been represented to the Creeks at Pensacola
the preceding autumn. 1 1 Perhaps the English might withdraw
their claims to the land on the Coosa River in order to gain the
more desired Escambia River valley. Moreover, if the traders
from Augusta pressed their financial claims, the Coosa River
territory was much nearer their habitat. It was a good plan
whether it succeeded or not.
1772
While contemplating talks with the Creeks on the land grant
question, there fell into Governor Chester’s hands a letter written
in September 1772 by Chickasaw Commissary John McIntosh to
Charles Stuart, Deputy Superintendent at Mobile. 12 Northern
Indian leaders, confided McIntosh, were endeavoring to form a
dangerous confederacy with southern tribes. It was no innovation, exclaimed Governor Chester. For several years efforts had
been made towards such an end. Although the West Florida
executive was not apprehensive of a rupture of peace with the
southern savages, he promised to use the best intelligence possible to secure from the Indian tribes knowledge of their real
designs. 13
McIntosh soon forwarded more information to Mobile. The
Chickasaws were daily expecting emissaries from the Illinois
Indians, the Cherokees had begun to kill white settlers on the
Holston River and war seemed probable. A large assembly of
Creek, Cherokee and Chickasaw chiefs had been called for the
winter of 1772-1773 “on the other side of the Tonacie River.” It
was common talk among the Chickasaws that the Creeks were
planning to “surprise Pensacola.” A rumor from the Illinois
Indians had come to McIntosh’s ear that the English, French
and Spanish were at war or about to begin a war. The same
11. Ibid.
12. John McIntosh to Charles Stuart, 3rd September, 1772, ibid.
13. Chester to Hillsborough, 16th November, 1772, ibid.
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source advised the southern Indians to remain at peace. Rumors
of war were circulating among the Indian tribes of the great
transmontane Mississippi Valley months before the meeting of
the First Continental Congress. In these intertribal and biracial
intrigues the Province of West Florida was definitely involved.
From the English Plantations office word went out to the provincial governors that there were “dangerous machinations among
the savages.” 14
The months passed swiftly as the Anglo-Americans in the
original English Colonies hurried from protestations against infringements upon their rights as Englishmen to open warfare
against George III’s reversal of well-established British Colonial
policy. With the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord in the
Spring of 1775 war between Englishmen rebelling against their
mother country and the English soldiers actually began. These
English rebels, soon to become American patriots, immediately
sought the needed friendship of France and Spain - England’s
traditional European rivals. The attitude of the Indians in the
southwest toward the belligerents and the potential warring nations assumed greater significance. The Spanish governor of New
Orleans viewed with alarm the information reaching him of steps
taken at the congresses between the English and the Creeks,
Chickasaws and Choctaws at Pensacola and Mobile. He protested
to his Majesty in Madrid, who through the proper diplomatic
channels in London presented the protest at Westminster. The
Earl of Dartmouth forwarded the Spanish grievance to Governor
Chester with His Majesty’s command for a complete investigation of the two charges presented by the Spanish minister in
London. The first grievance was based on the fact that the English had conferred medals on a number of Indian chiefs. The
accusation that these tokens of recognition were pinned on the
chiefs of tribes residing in Spanish territory with the expressed
14. Earl of Dartmouth to Chester, 3rd March, 1773, ibid. The Earl of Dartmouth was Secretary of State for North America.
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agreement that the chieftans renounce their allegiance to His
Catholic Majesty and move eastward across the “Father of
Waters” into the Province of West Florida seems to have been
without foundation. On the contrary, two small Indian tribes
had actually migrated westward across the River. The single
exception was in the case of John Thomas’ conference with
Arkansa[s] chiefs which has already been noted. Chester was
urged to “strictly enjoin” all West Floridians to avoid “all connection and correspondence with any tribes of Indians living
under the protection of and in allegiance with the Crown of
Spain.” It was the duty of every subject, concluded the English
minister, “to encourage and promote” the amity and friendly disposition to peace which mutually subsists between the two
crowns. 15
England felt a growing concern over the role of the Indians
in the mounting Anglo-Spanish diplomatic tension. Chester informed London that he was becoming increasingly apprehensive
over the possibility that Georgia and Carolina who were “indefatigable in their endeavours” to persuade the Creeks to join
them and to alienate the affections of the Chickasaws and the
Choctaws. In anticipation of the English rebels sending agents
among these Indians, would it not be wise to call the tribal
chiefs to a congress at Pensacola to dispel their fears, to renew
their vows of allegiance and to supply their economic wants as
far as possible? Governor Chester urged such a move. 16 In order
to keep the affections of these Indians, the West Florida Governor believed it necessary to retain at Pensacola a “respectable
force” of soldiers. Consequently, when three companies of the
regiment formerly stationed in the province were ordered by
General Gage to Saint Augustine, Chester vainly protested to
London. 17
15. Id to id., 1st September, 1775, ibid.
16. Chester to Dartmouth, 17th November, 1775, also Chester to John
Stuart, 17 November, 1775, ibid.
17. Ibid. That officials at Pensacola were not unduly alarmed over the increasing gravity of the Indian situation is evidenced by letters which

Published by STARS, 1952

17

256

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 31 [1952], No. 4, Art. 3
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Deputy Superintendent Charles Stuart, suffering badly at the
hands of patriots in Charlestown, sought safety in Saint Augustine. From this East Florida rendezvous he penned his fears that
the friendship of the Indians would be won by the Committees
of South Carolina and Georgia. He advised Governor Chester
to continue the neutrality policy toward the Creek-Choctaw war
in the hope that the struggle would continue and thus keep both
tribes more dependent upon the English. Moreover, “it kept both
Nations too fully occupied to pay much attention to the intrigues of the French and the Spanish.” 18
The fear of Spanish intrigue with the Indians was brought
again into the diplomatic spotlight when Governor Chester received doubtful information from Commissary David Taitt that
the Spanish had shelled Saint Augustine. To this news Taitt
added his fear that they would attack Pensacola. 19 This news
threw consternation into the ranks of the West Florida officials.
The Governor conferred with engineers about provincial defense,
dispatched messengers to the Indian villages and sent out reconnoitering parties. 20
As the war clouds began to thicken the English increased the
flow of goods to the Indians. From Saint Augustine the Superintendent of Indian Affairs sent his brother, Henry Stuart, to
carry supplies from Pensacola and Mobile to the Indians whose
friendship the English desired to cultivate. From Mobile in West
Florida Henry Stuart supervised a pack train which, among other
supplies, carried “3000 lbs of powder and 60 ct. weight of ball”
to the Chickasaws and to the distant Cherokees. 21 In order to

18.
19.
20.
21.

the Deputy Superintendent, Charles Stuart, received from Commissary
David Taitt. If these letters were true, merchants, traders, patriots were
seeking by gifts of powder and ball and promises to arouse the Creeks
against the English in Florida. Several of these letters are in the Chester
Papers.
John Stuart to Chester, 15th August, 1775, ibid. Helen Louise Shaw:
British Administration of the Southern Indians, 1756-1783 (Lancaster,
1931), 108.
David Taitt to Chester, 26th September, 1775, in Chester Papers.
Chester to Dartmouth, 18th November, 1775, ibid.
Id. to id., 30th December, 1775, ibid.
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make larger contributions to the Indians it was necessary for
more goods to arrive in West Florida from the mother country,
and this request Chester forwarded to Westminster. 22 Eventually
Lord George Germain was able to inform Chester that a convoy had left England in which there were “goods for presents
to the Indians in a large amount.” They would better enable the
Superintendent to attach “these savages to the cause of government and to procure their assistance in seconding the operation
of the King’s troops.” 23
Congress of 1776
By the middle of June, 1776, Indian chiefs were arriving in
Pensacola for talks with the English officials. A Cherokee spoke
of the arrival of Charles Stuart’s caravan, how the Superintendent’s brother had removed the black cloud which hung over
them. Many men had been sent among them recently to make
bad talks and, with many promises, to alienate them from the
great King. Some of the King’s “mad children” had gone so far
as to threaten the Cherokees unless they joined the Georgians
in their wars of Independence but all, save a few nearest the
Georgia boundary, had stubbornly refused. If only the Cherokees “through this path” could receive adequate ammunition,
they would treat with contempt such threats. 24 Governor Chester
declared to his Cherokee guests, referring to the American
colonists: “There are many bad and wicked men at this time
among the white people. They have insulted their parent [the
King] who has been too lenient with them.” Then, he expressed
his awareness of the Cherokee poverty and of his great desire to
meet their needs. The King would not permit them to remain in
dire want. The chiefs were to take the gifts with which they were
presented, to accept Colonel Steele who had been named to
22. Chester to Germain, 19th June, 1776, ibid.
23. Germain to Chester, 6th November, 1776, ibid. Germain was Secretary
of State for the American Department.
24. See Minutes of this conference in the Chester Papers.
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reside among them, and upon returning home to persuade their
people to remain loyal to the great King. 25
In August, 1776, some eight months after his departure, Henry
Stuart returned to Pensacola with his pack tram from the Cherokees. He brought news of a “great confederacy” of northern
Indians, the Delawares, the Shawnees and the Cherokees to
make war upon the frontier settlers of the colonies at war with
England. In fact, said Stuart and a Cherokee chief who accompanied him, some 1800 Cherokee warriors had attacked frontier
inhabitants of Virginia and the Carolinas. These attacks, Chester
believed, had prevented several thousand rebels on the frontier
from rushing to join their army in Charlestown against Governor
Clinton. 26
As early as January, 1776, Lord George Germain had warned
Governor Chester that he could not be too much on his guard
against a rebel attack on West Florida. He was to instruct the
Deputy Superintendent Charles Stuart to use his utmost endeavours to keep the Chickasaws, Choctaws and other tribes
living near the Mississippi River in such a disposition as to
prevent any invasion of the province from that side. 27 Upon receiving Lord Germain’s request, Stuart replied that “every endeavour of mine would be used to the utmost.” 28 Whereupon
Governor Chester declared optimistically that we will be able
to prevent “any incursions into the Province” on the west side. 29
By September 1 Chester learned of great preparations which
the rebels were making along de Ohio River. Forts were constructed and well garrisoned with more than 4,000 men, so West
Florida intelligence declared. Moreover, rumors that these troops
were actually planning to attack West Florida greatly alarmed
the inhabitants. Chester urged on Germain the necessity for
construction of forts at strategic places in the west, especially
___________
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Ibid.
Chester to Germain, 1st September, 1776, ibid.
Germain to Chester, 25th January, 1776, ibid.
Charles Stuart to Chester, 19th June, 1776, ibid.
Chester to Germain, 2nd July, 1776, in Chester Papers.
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along the Mississippi River, the sending of a “body of troops” to
defend these posts and the creation of greater unity among the
settlers and Indians to “effectually prevent the rebels from penetrating into any part of west Florida.” 30
This information caused the governor, the Superintendent and
other officials, after thoroughly canvassing the situation, to reverse their earlier policy of non-interference with the war between the Creeks and the Choctaws which had been raging
since 1765. With a rebel invasion believed to be imminent, the
English called the chiefs of these nations into conference at
Pensacola. Under the supervision of Chester and Stuart these
tribes concluded a peace treaty. They graciously accepted gifts,
listened attentively to advice, promised undivided loyalty to
their hosts and silently departed with seeming peaceful intent.
Chester was satisfied that the English could retain the support
of the Creeks and Choctaws provided ample supplies were
forthcoming. 31
In England Germain felt that the West Florida officials were
unduly alarmed. In fact he stated that he could “never imagine”
any real invasion of the Province possible at a time when numerous Indian tribes had formed a confederacy in support of
His Majesty’s government. 3 2 Any lessening of tension in the
environs of Pensacola and Mobile which this message from
Whitehall might have caused was dissipated by information that
the rebels had recently constructed almost 300 boats on “Long
Island upon the Holston River.” Each boat was said to be capable
of “carrying about twelve men with their provisions.” That these
boats would be used in an attack on West Florida most inhabitants of that province agreed. There was much disagreement as
36. Id. to id., 1st September, 1776, ibid. Two weeks later Chester informed
Germain that the rebel forts extended to the mouth of the Cumberland
River and that between six and seven thousand rebel troops would be
used in the attack on West Florida. See id. to id., 14th September, 1776,
ibid.
31. Id. to id., 25th October, 1776, ibid.
32. Germain to Chester, 7th February, 1777, ibid.
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to whether the boats would transport an army down the Mississippi River and invade the province from that point or whether
the army would originate in western Virginia and proceed by
boat down the Holston into the Tennessee River to Chickasaw
Landing, thence overland to the Tombigbee River and down
that stream to attack Mobile. Settlers along the lower east bank
of the Mississippi River were begging Chester for soldiers and
equipment for their security. 33
As the tension heightened Superintendent Stuart called a meeting at Mobile for May, 1777, with Chickasaw and Choctaw
Indians. 34 Rebel emissaries had been among these nations and
there was much confusion. However, after much talk, accompanied by many gifts, these two tribes renewed their pledges
of loyalty to the English Crown. To Lord Germain, Governor
Chester declared that he had been informed by General William
Howe that West Florida must build its chief security upon the
savages. In an effort to comply with Howe’s plan, Chester confided to London that these Indians cannot be relied upon too
heavily, “many of them seem to be actuated solely by motives
of self interest and will receive presents from anybody who will
give them.” 35
Added to the woes of Chester and Stuart was the news relayed from Alexander Cameron, Commissary of the Cherokees,
that this tribe had made peace with the rebels. 36 Apparently the
want of assistance had driven the Cherokees to this step. The
rebels, for Cherokee neutrality, had promised to supply their
every need in ammunition and in economic goods. 37 The Creeks
also were practically out of supplies. Unless a store ship arrived
within ten days, bemoaned Commissary David Taitt to the
Superintendent, they could not subsist much longer. Shortly
thereafter the Creeks began to plunder and to plot against the
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

Chester to Germain, 10th March, 1777, ibid.
John Stuart to Chester, 12th June, 1777, Chester Papers.
Chester to Germain, 12th June, 1777, ibid.
John Stuart to Chester, 3rd May, 1777, ibid.
David Taitt to Gov. Tonyn, of East Florida, 23rd May, 1777, ibid.
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lives of English commissioners, who fled precipitately westward. 38
The entire trade with the southern Indian tribes by 1777 was
funnelled through the province of West Florida. There could be
no excuse for the shocking complaints from the Indians for the
profuse sale of rum. Heretofore West Florida officials had blamed
the excessive sale of alcoholic beverages on unlicensed traders
from other English provinces or colonies. No longer was this
reason valid. The West Florida legislature must arm Superintendent Stuart with such powers that he could stop the “venders
of this spirit.” 39 Although meager efforts were taken to check
this evil no thorough control was achieved.
Spanish rivalry with the English for the hand of friendship
with the Indians of the southwest was suddenly reactivated in
the summer of 1777 when Governor Bernardo de Galvez journeyed up the Mississippi River from New Orleans to hold a congress with tribal chieftans at Point Coupee. Not only were the
Indians within Spanish Louisiana invited to the assembly but
the sly Spaniard, said Governor Chester, had invited, entered
into negotiations with, and given a considerable number of
presents to red men within the province of West Florida. 40
As the Americans successfully wooed the Creeks and Cherokees away from the English, as the Spanish sought to replace
the English in the affections of the Choctaws and some of the
lesser tribes in the southwest, and as France entered the war
on the side of the Americans, the defense projects at Pensacola
were rushed to completion. With the consent of the Provincial
Council, Governor Chester inaugurated immediate control of
trade with the southern Indians. Indeed, Chester issued a proclamation declaring all commerce with the Indians illegal except
in those instances in which he, or Superintendent Stuart, was
38. Ibid., Chester to Germain, 6th October, 1777, ibid.
39. Germain to Chester, 11th October, 1777, Chester Papers.
40. Henry Stuart to John Stuart, 11th August, 1777; Chester to Germain,
25th August, 1777, ibid.
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certain of the tribe’s loyalty. The articles of trade were carefully licensed, especially rum. It was hoped that this policy
might bring about better relations with the tribes within the
bounds of West Florida. The English subjects had not long to
wait, for a rebel invading army was already on its way southward.
For some time the British government and its appointed officials at Pensacola had expected a rebel attempt to enter West
Florida via the Mississippi. By January, 1778, in anticipation of
the arrival of the American forces on the Mississippi, a group
of Choctaw warriors spent weeks on that stream at Walnut Hills
(later Vicksburg) awaiting the arrival of a rebel batteau. 41 They
were determined to resist any attempt at invasion. After several
weeks of looking in vain for an enemy, the Indians returned to
their people. 42 Hardly had they left their post of sentry when
the invasion, long dreaded, occurred.
Captain James Willing, the leader of the expedition, left Fort
Pitt in January, proceeded down the Ohio River, thence into
and down the Mississippi River. Somewhere along the watery
journey Willing had been joined by a larger group of banditti
until, as they entered West Florida, the rebel band numbered
about one hundred. During the night of February 18, part of
Willing’s group surprised and captured the outpost at Walnut
Hills, from whence the Choctaw warriors had just a few days
earlier departed. On the following night Willing’s expedition
took Natchez by complete surprise, hastily dispatched small
parties into the surrounding countryside, took charge of the
settlement for the United States, raised the American flag, and
secured a pledge of neutrality from the settlers before drifting
on down stream. On February 23 settlements from Point Coupee
to Manchac were visited. From Walnut Hills to Manchac property was destroyed, slaves and livestock carried off to New
41. Id. to id., 15th January, 1778, ibid.
42. Ibid., id. to id., 25th March, 1778, ibid. In this expedition, as in military
efforts generally, we are concerned here only with the part played by
the southern Indians in the West Florida locale.
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Orleans, a few obnoxious settlers were made prisoners and
several ships on the river were seized. Uncertainty and uneasiness “prompted an emigration to the haven of Spanish
Louisiana.” 43
Now that the invasion had occurred, the English settlers at
Natchez did not distrust the Indians. At least two of the provisions of the pledge of neutrality applied to the redmen. In
both articles Indians were to be notified of the success of
Willing’s invasion, and warned not to pillage the Natchez settlement nor to send an expedition against Pensacola. 44 Alexander
Cameron told Chester that “no dependence could be placed
upon any group of Indians - notwithstanding their repeated
assurances of attachment to the King’s interest; they could
not be brought to act unless led by troops.” 45
Colonel Charles Stuart, Deputy Superintendent, rushed a
Commissary to the Indians to create an army among the
savages and the white men in their midst. Although Stuart
assured Chester that the Indians were already in motion to
defend the eastern bank of the Mississippi River against the
return of the rebels, the colonial executive confided to London
his great concern over the Indians’ lack of dependability. To
support Colonel Stuart as much as possible, however, Chester
commissioned John McGillivray, a colonel, with instructions to
raise a provincial corps of settlers and Indians. At most McGillivray would not be able to collect more than one hundred
men. Chester sought more manpower elsewhere. He urged
General Dalling, Governor of Jamaica to send men and ships,
and asked Brigadier General Augustin Prevost at Saint Augustine for aid. 46 From Lord Germain at Whitehall came the
43. For a discussion of this expedition see John W. Caughey: “Willing’s
Expedition Down the Mississippi, 1778,” Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XV (1932), 5-36. Also Caughey’s Bernardo de Galvez in Louisiana, 1776-1780 (Berkeley, 1934), 102-134. See also Kathryn T. Abbey:
“Peter Chester’s Defense of the Mississippi After the Willing Raid,” in
Mississippi Valley Historical Review, XXII, 17-32.
44. Pledge of Neutrality of Natchez, February 21, 1778, in Chester Papers.
45. Chester to Germain, 25th March, 1778, ibid.
46. Ibid.
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hope that measures taken by the Governor and
Superintendent
would “prevent those plunderers doing further
mischief.” 47
Evidently McGillivray had contacts among the Indians and
succeeded immediately in raising a corps of men. A few weeks
later Chester was writing to England that most of the white
people in the Choctaw nation “and a considerable body of
Indians,” had joined McGillivray, who had rushed to Natchez.
At this frontier town the inhabitants, well behaved until support
was at hand, soon invalidated their declaration of neutrality and
organized themselves into companies to oppose any return of
the rebels. 48
From New Orleans came word that Governor Galvez was
using every means in his power to win the Choctaws to his
Galvez’s program, as reported to
Catholic Majesty’s allegiance.
Lord Germain by Governor Chester, included inviting the chiefs
to the Louisiana provincial capital for conferences, endeavors,
by generous supplies of presents, to secure from the savages a
pledge of neutrality. Chester admitted the effectiveness of the
Spanish executive’s diplomacy when he stated that Galvez had
“occasioned frequent dissensions” among the Choctaws. 49
With an attack on the western boundary of the province,
either by the rebels supported by the Spanish from the south,
or by a formidable force of rebels from the north becoming
more of a probability, the problem of retaining the services of
the Indians and white men to trade among them became more
difficult. The truth of the matter was that the Choctaws, Chickasaws and the white traders among them not only refused to join
an English provincial corps for the duration of the rebellion,
or for a specified period, but after remaining at Natchez for a
few weeks during a time in which practically no fighting occurred, had returned to their tribes and to their trades. Chester
______________
47. Germain to Commanding Officer in West Florida, 1st July, 1778, ibid.
48. Chester to Germain, 7th May, 1778. In this letter Chester refers to
McGillivray several times as “Lieutenant-Colonel McGillivray.”
49. Ibid.
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and Stuart disagreed as to the importance of English provincial
defense, of this lack of interest on the part of the Indians.
Chester did not think that the Indians could be relied upon if
the enemy proved to be formidable. Superintendent Stuart, as
reported by Governor Chester, seemed very much hurt by any
expression of the least doubt of the firm attachment of the
savages to the English. Chester believed that “one British regiment properly stationed upon the River Mississippi” would be
of greater support in case of attack “than the whole Chickasaw
and Choctaw Nations,” were they all united in their loyalty to
50
England. With this conclusion Stuart did not concur.
The Creeks, in spite of many gifts from the English, had
been influenced by rebel propaganda. Superintendent Stuart
learned that dissatisfied Creek warriors were contemplating an
attack on West Florida settlers up the Escambia River and
notified Governor Chester. Within a week in August, 1778, provincials hurriedly left their homes, driving their livestock in
front of them, for the safety of Pensacola. 51 Such threats of the
Indians seemed to support the contentions of the Governor
rather than to uphold the faith of the Superintendent.
Although the laws governing trade with the Indians were
discussed by the provincial officials, reports of which conferences, without fail, found their way across the Atlantic to Westminster. Action, in return, was urged by Lord Germain, but
the Provincial Assembly had not altered laws enacted in 1770
when conditions under which these enactments operated had
altered greatly. Governor Chester, at a meeting of the Assembly
in October, 1778, urged revision of these laws so as to curtail
more drastically the sale of alcoholic beverages to the Indians,
and to inflict severest legal penalties on all persons who should
make settlements on Indian hunting lands. The expressed objective of the executive to the Assembly was to “regain and
50. Id. to id., 24th [August] 1778, ibid.
51. Ibid.
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preserve the Indian attachment to His Majesty’s Government.” 52
The Governor’s message notwithstanding, no bill was enacted
by the Assembly. As expressed by Chester, the reasons for the
Assembly’s failure to pass the Indian Bill were two. First, the
influence of the merchants who handled the rum was used to
prevent the passage of the bill so that they would not lose
their profits. Second, for days the assemblymen debated leisurely
a proposal to reapportion membership in the General Assembly. 53
Until such a time, which came a year later, when the Assembly
would enact an Indian Bill, Chester and Superintendent Stuart
would regulate relations with the red men as best they could.
A blow was struck at amiable relations with the southern
Indians in March, 1779, in the not unexpected death of Superintendent John Stuart. For some months the likeable official
had been in the last stages of tuberculosis. Due to the lingering
illness of Stuart great confusion had developed in the Department of Indian Affairs. Upon the demise of the valuable superintendent, Brigadier General John Campbell, recently arrived
in West Florida, conferred with Governor Chester. The former
at first accepted the latter’s plan to name five commissioners to
serve in lieu of a superintendent until the will of the King could
be ascertained, but later, upon learning the men appointed,
54
withdrew his acceptance. These commissioners were privileged
to serve in this capacity only a few months as Alexander Cameron
was named Superintendent. That they made any notable improvement in the chaotic conditions of the provincial department

52. Id. to id., 24th November, 1778, ibid.
53. Ibid.
54. Chester to Germain, 23rd March, 1779; id. to id., 1st April, 1779; ibid.
The Commissioners were David Holms, Alexander Macullough, John
Mitchell, Andrew Rainford and Robert Taitt. Also consult John Campbell to Germain, 22nd [March] 1779; id. to id., 7th April, 1779, in the
John Campbell Papers. A microfilm copy of this important collection
of correspondence is in the Library of Florida History, University of
Florida. Hereafter this collection will be referred to as the Campbell
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was nowhere recorded. Indeed, General Campbell reported that
they added confusion to chaos. 55
Two letters penned by Henry Hamilton to John Campbell in
the winter of 1778-1779 reveal extensive preparations which were
being made by numerous Indian tribes from the upper southern
frontier area to the Great Lakes area and southward into the
Ohio River Valley for attack against Americans. 56 In charge of
military defense of West Florida, Campbell was urged by
Hamilton to prevent the Spanish in Louisiana from sending any
“powder or clothing” to the upper Indian posts. In seeking additional man power to support the regular soldiers, Campbell
turned to the Indians as Chester and Stuart had done before
the General’s arrival. As he went about this chore Campbell
was determined to make as secure as possible the Choctaws
who inhabited the area within the southwestern part of West
Florida which lay along the lower eastern bank of the Mississippi River and extended eastward along the coast to Mobile.
In his efforts to win the affections of these Indians, Campbell
learned that the Spanish were increasing their gifts and promises
to the same people. In short, the savages by maintaining a policy
of neutrality between the English and Spanish, were the recipients of increasing attention and gifts. Of course, Campbell
was well aware of the Indians’ fortune. The Indians, he declared
“are a mercenary race . . . the slaves of the highest bidder without gratitude or affection.” The source of the Indians’ mercenary
enslavement Campbell also knew. “I’m afraid that Europeans
themselves have taught them these principles,” he wrote Lord
Germain. 57
When Spain joined France and the United States in 1779 in
declaring war on England, Lord Germain ordered General Camp55. Germain to Chester, 5th August, 1779, in Chester Papers. Id. to John
Campbell, 24th June, 1779, and 15th December, 1779, in the Campbell
Papers. Apparently General Henry Clinton made the appointment.
56. Henry Hamilton to John Campbell, 25th December, 1778; 13th January,
1779, ibid.
57. Campbell to Germain, 15th December, 1779, ibid.
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bell to prepare immediately for an attack on New Orleans. In
planning for this war of offense, Campbell was not to overlook
the “neighboring Indian nations” as a significant source of aid. 58
The proper management of the neighboring Indians was a
“matter of the greatest importance” to the West Floridian provincials. Lord Germain thought the defection of the Choctaws
should be expected. To offset such a loss, General Campbell
was urged to seek to unite the Chickasaws, Cherokees and Creeks
in support of the English. This accomplished, the Choctaws
would not venture to act against the provincials. Superintendent
Cameron was to visit all tribes within the southern district in
an effort to bolster the faltering English influence. Campbell,
designated custodian of His Majesty’s gifts to the Indians, was
to give presents to groups of red men whom Cameron would
send to him for conferences. And Cameron, as directed by
Campbell, should take goods with him to be distributed to the
southern tribes. The only restrictions laid upon Campbell from
London was that he furnish to the Superintendent money adequate for his expenses, gifts ample for the Indians and that he
send the Lords of the English Treasury his requests for goods
and supplies in advance. 59
But ill fortune attended the English in their efforts to improve their relations with the Indians. Governor Chester issued
patents and grants to lands which belonged to the Choctaws,
also supplies including 500 barrels of pork, sent to “Colonel
Stuart or his assigns” instead of to Colonel Stuart as the “Superintendent of Indian Affairs” were seized by Stuart’s executor. 60
More recently a shipload of provisions intended largely for Indian
consumption, had fallen into Spanish hands near Mobile, definitely, a bonanza for the enemy. Apparently, the Indians remained loyal to the English, even when the “latter were no
58. Germain to Campbell, 25th June, 1779, ibid.
59. Id. to id., 4th April, 1780, ibid.
60. Campbell to Clinton, 10th February, 1780, copy ibid.
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longer able to furnish them with their customary supplies.” 61
On March 13, 1780, the English at Fort Charlotte, Mobile,
under Elias Durnford capitulated to the larger forces of Governor Galvez; so now the Spanish had established themselves
in the second largest town and one of the best fortified strongholds of West Florida. 62 In possession of Mobile and its environs,
Galvez hoped that the Indians would rush to the side of Spain
but he was destined to disappointment. When his expectations
were not realized, he sent a proposal under a flag of truce to
Campbell. “In order that a war which we carry on through duty
and not through hatred might not be rendered still more bloody,”
the proposal read, could they not mutually agree to exclude all
Indians from further participation in the war and enforce on all
tribes a strict neutrality? Since nearly all of the Indians were
controlled by the English, “their neutrality would be a distinct
boon to the Spanish cause”. 63 To the Spanish governor at nearby
Mobile, Campbell, from Pensacola, rejected the suggestion not
to employ Indians in their national quarrel, on the grounds that
it was “insulting and injurious to reason and common sense.” 64
Obviously, the English commander preferred security to idealism.
The number of Indians collected at Pensacola, Campbell informed Germain had been 1600 but recently reduced to 1100
including men, women and children. 66
From Indians who, upon pretended friendship to the Spanish
at Mobile, were given information that the Spanish “with an
irresistable force” would invade Pensacola early in the fall, came
news to Campbell. 66 While contemplating the effort of the
enemy to capture this significant town of West Florida, General
61. Id. to Germain, 12th February 1780, copy ibid.; see also Richard L.
Campbell: Historical Sketches of Colonial Florida (Cleveland, 1892),
121.
62. See copy of terms of capitulation in Campbell Papers.
63. Galvez to Campbell, 9th April, 1780, ibid.; John W. Caughey: Bernardo
de Galvez in Louisiana, 1776-1780, 189.
64. Campbell to Galvez, 20th April, 1780, in Campbell Papers.
65. Id. to Germain, 15th May, 1780, ibid.
66. Id. to id., 14th June, 1780, ibid.
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Campbell wrote to London of the rapidly increasing expenses
of maintaining the large number of allies. Indians were “an
immense expense in time of trouble or whenever they were
courted by contending parties,” he said. 67
Lord Germain informed General Campbell in September that
a “large number of Indians were marching down from the
Creek towns” to aid him. 68 Further good news which the English general received was that the 500 barrels of pork had been
given up by Stuart’s executor and was available for gifts to the
Indians. More presents would leave England in the next convoy,
ready to sail, for Campbell to use in influencing southern Indians.
By the King’s orders, the southern tribes were divided into two
divisions with Cameron as Superintendent over the Chickasaws
and the Creeks, and with one Colonel Brown over the Cherokees and Catawbas. 69 Campbell was well pleased with the new
arrangement, and for obvious reasons. The expense was greatly
diminished and the number of Indians engaged in English military affairs was much larger than formerly. 70
Throughout the fall and winter of 1780-1781 General Campbell with his Indian allies expectantly waited in Pensacola for
an invasion from the Spanish at Mobile. Due to a hurricane in
which the Spanish lost ships and men the proposed attack did
not materialize. The English general, not to be caught napping
“called for every Indian warrior that can possibly be collected.”
Some Chickasaw chiefs came for ammunition to defend their
hunting grounds against expansive Americans. 71 Others came
to remain and lend support to the defense of Pensacola. Some
500 Choctaw warriors with evident disillusionment about the
Spanish, assembled at the summons of Campbell. Sent with
67. Id. to id., 22nd July, 1780, ibid.
68. Germain to Campbell, 6th September, 1780, ibid.
69. Id. to Id., 1st November, 1780, ibid. Many of the Choctaws had gone
over to the enemy and were committing acts of pillage and murder
against settlers from Mobile to the Mississippi River.
70. See id. to id., 13th January, 1780, ibid.
71. Campbell to Germain, 26th November, 1780, ibid.
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some provincials on a dawn surprise attack on Mobile village
a settlement east of Mobile, the Indians became “separated from
the whites and continued to attack after the troops were withdrawn.” 72 Although this raid was the only battle which occurred
between the European imperialists in West Florida for some
months there were several cases of ambushing of small groups
by their enemies. Letters in the Campbell and Chester collections reveal that seemingly both the English and Spanish were
encouraging their Indian allies to pillage, plunder, and massacre
every member of the other nationality possible. Both English
and Spanish civil and military officials were equally stern in
denying any such suggestions to the Indians. Nevertheless both
continued to accuse each other of so using the Indians. 73
With the advent of spring, with the increasing amount of provisions shipped to Pensacola, with the arrival of English reinforcements, and with the assembling of increasingly large
numbers of Indian warriors under General Campbell, conditions
seemed propitious for an attack on the Spanish at Mobile. At
least, Lord Germain said as much to the English commander
at Pensacola. 74 Campbell was to await the Spanish attack on
the last English stronghold as he had permitted the enemy to
take the offense against Mobile and other settlements in the
province.
Whether or not actual fighting was renewed by the English
or left to the discretion of the Spanish the immense consumption
of provisions continued. As the number of soldiers, warriors,
settlers and refugees in Pensacola increased, the amount of
supplies required was augmented proportionately. So rapidly
had the needs mounted that the contractors for the navy “failed
72. Id. to id., 7th January, 1781, ibid.
73. In the Chester Papers and in the Campbell Papers there are letters from
Spanish civil and military officials making accusations against the English. There are copies of letters written by Chester and Campbell to
Spanish officials denying every charge but, at the same time, specifically
blaming the Spanish for raids which Indians had made in English held
territory.
74. Germain to Campbell, 12th April, 1781, in Campbell Papers.
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to supply them.” Therefore there arose “a necessity of victualling
them from the army stores.” This increasing drain on Campbell’s
supplies was rapidly depleting his stores. Not only were the actual
demands much greater but Campbell found the “‘greatest difficulty in restraining extravagance and waste, not from the Indians
themselves so much as from the Indian Department. In brief
“the shortage of foodstuffs became very acute.” 75 Apparently,
no success attended the English commander’s efforts to have
this matter corrected.
In March the Spanish began the initial skirmishes which preceded the siege of Pensacola. Throughout April there were many
contacts with the enemy. Interestingly, the English and Spanish
had used the Indians more in the early stages of the conquest
of West Florida, and as a result, the natives suffered more
casualties. Most of the southeastern tribes, including the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles, “contributed auxiliaries
for the defense of Pensacola.” 76 The forts at Pensacola fell on
May 8, and the Articles of Capitulation next day gave the whole
of West Florida to Bernardo de Galvez and Spain. 77 General
Campbell’s hoard of Indian allies had proved more of a liability
than an asset.
The southern Indians fared no better under the new Spanish
regime than they had since 1763 under English control. Regardless of nationality the white man continued to trespass on the
Indian hunting lands, to deplete his native food supply, to exploit him in trade (selling him rum instead of farming tools),
to settle illegally within his territory, and to use the redman
when possible as an ally in his imperialistic wars.
75. Campbell to Germain, 15th February, 1781, ibid.; Louis Krupp (tr.);
Elking, Deutschen Hulfstruppenim Nordamerihanischen Befreings
Kriege 1776 bis 1783, (Hanover, 1863), 160-61.
76. Campbell to Germain, 6th May, 1781, in Campbell Papers; John W.
Caughey, Bernardo de Galvez, 207.
77. Chester to Germain, 2nd July, 1781, in Chester Papers. For an on the
scene narrative of the siege from the Spanish angle see this QUARTERLY,
(xxix, 163-196): Miranda’s Diary of the Siege of Pensacola, 1781, translated by Donald E. Worcester.
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